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WEEKEND LITURGIES:
Reconciliation:
Please call the office
Saturday Vigil:

4:30 PM - Mount Carmel
Sunday Masses:

8:30 AM - OLMC
(RS S e “THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS LIKE A TREASURE

BURIED IN A FIELD." —MT 13:44

WEEKDAY LITURGIES:
Tues & Thurs: 5:30 PM - OLMC
Wed & Fri: 7:30 AM - OLMC 1 SUMDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
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SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

GOSPEL MEDITATION
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time

July 26

"When he finds a pearl of great price, he goes and
sells all that he has and buys it." How many of us
think of our faith as "a pearl of great price"? How
many of us really recognize the precious treasure
we already possess? As baptized Christians, we
have been welcomed into God's family. We are roy-
alty in his kingdom! No matter what our status
may be on earth, no matter what treasures we may
or may not own right now, we are heirs of God's
heavenly kingdom.

It is easy to take this for granted, however. On this
side of eternity, it's even a temptation to forget that
we have been adopted into God's family. Right
now, for us, "the kingdom of heaven is like a treas-
ure buried in a field." That is to say, the treasure
isn't always so obvious. But that doesn't mean it
isn't there. It just means that we have to dig a little
bit to find it. We have to remove whatever layers of
dirt or sand may be obscuring the priceless pack-
age and bring it back into the daylight.

So where is our treasure buried? What, if anything,
is obscuring the full flourishing of our faith? Is it
buried by the demands of work or school? Is our
faith hidden beneath the weight of sickness or sor-
row? Have we covered it over with false
"treasures"” that only give us fleeting joy? Or have
we never even given our faith the chance to come
into the sunlight at all?

Whatever it is for each one of us, we should resolve
to recover the treasure that lies beneath our feet.
By giving ourselves to Christ, encountering him
regularly through prayer, Scripture study, and the
sacraments, we too can experience the joy of that
blessed merchant who, by selling all he had, truly
became rich.
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Eucharistic Adoration
First Friday
August 7
8AM to 9AM
Come spend one hour with

the Lord to receive true
refreshment and draw
down upon the world what
it needs most, God’s grace,
mercy and peace.

“See the [mmilitv af God, broth-
ers, And pour out your hearts
meare Him!”

St. Francis of Assisi to his brothers

Two parishioners have generously provided several

copies of the Magnificat for July & August. Please

come by the office if you’d like a copy. There is also a

discount subscription offered with the July issue!
First come, first serve!

Please

remembey u}_&

your reqular .

offering. AND GIFTS WILL BE"
GIVEN TO YOU.

Thank you! o TA

COPING WITH THE COVID CRISIS
Turning Trauma Into Growth

The Diocese of Baton Rouge is offering an on-line work-
shop to provide some insights and recommendations for
dealing with the current COVID crisis. Social Workers
from Catholic Charities and the Office of Marriage and
Family Life have teamed up with Catholic Life Television
to help the faithful of the Diocese understand how they
might use the opportunity of this pandemic to actually grow
through this experience by focusing on what psychologists
call Post-Traumatic Growth. The workshop will outline the
factors that hinder such growth as well as the factors that
facilitate this growth. This free workshop can be accessed
on-line anytime through the following link: https://
youtu.be/R-qUMIZ2L.VA
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Stewardship Offerings
July 5, 2020

Our Lady of Mount Carmel

[dentified (62) .veeeerrereerrerreesresseeeessesseessesnenns $9,125.79
Building Fund .....cc.oeenmeeeenmeeenseeeeseeesseeesseeeenns $373.87
| 0o XY= 0= 1] o WO $89.00

Our Lady of Perpetual Help

[dentified (6) ....reereemerrersrersersesssesssessseens $2,745.84
Building FUNd ..o seesaenns $00
| I o =3 0F: T o ST $00

Flowers on the Altar
Our Lady of Mount Carmel

A Vocation View

Are you willing to sell everything you own and follow
the Lord? Once you accept the Lord into your life-as
a priest, sister or brother-you will not miss those
things you have ‘given-up’. Rather, you will rejoice in
what you have ‘found’. If God is calling you to a
Church vocation, call Fr. Andrew Merrick at (225) 336-
8778, amerrick@diobr.org.

July 26—Jean Rodriguez &
Debra Lachney in memory of
Danny Rodriguez &

Kent Lachney

August 2—Donna Nicholas

Readings for the Week of July 26

Sunday: 1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12/Ps 119:57, 72, 76-77, 127-128,
129-130 [97a]/Rom 8:28-30/Mt 13:44-52 or 13:44-46
Monday: Jer 13:1-11/Dt 32:18-19, 20, 21 [cf. 18a]/Mt
13:31-35

Tuesday: Jer 14:17-22/Ps 79:8, 9, 11 and 13 /Mt 13:36-43
Wednesday: Jer 15:10, 16-21/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9, 10-
11[2])/Jn 11:19-27 or Lk 10:38-42

Thursday: Jer 18:1-6/Ps 146:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6ab [5a]/Mt
13:47-53

Friday: Jer 26:1-9/Ps 69:5, 8-10, 14 [14c]/Mt 13:54-58
Saturday: Jer 26:11-16, 24/Ps 69:15-16, 30-31, 33-34
[14c]/Mt 14:1-12
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Practice will be at 4:30PM, August 13, be-
fore the 5:30PM Mass. Students will meet

'd /{7 // inthe church to practice & then attend Mass

with their family. A mask must be worn.
First Holy Communion will be the follow-

ing week, August 20 at 5:30PM Mass. The church will be reserved for those making Holy Commun-
ion. Each student will get 1 pew and is able to invite 5 family members to sit together. We have 11 stu-
dents making their First Communion. Because of social distancing guidelines, we are not able to ac-
commodate any additional guests in church. However, the Parish Hall will be open for anyone wanting
to attend Mass and witness the students receiving this Holy Sacrament.




